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Family history __tccien ?*mhy 


Attached are copies of letter bitten by Michael loolen to Ma 
who became his vife in December 136^* 


ria Foster, 


One is not surprised to learn that Michael becarae a successful 
merehant. The signs are evident in the ccrres-oncense; cis noting 
the differences in prices in England and in Cincinnati, his pi-n 
3 ell the extra trink, his good taste in selecting the trimning for 
ladies’ bonnets, and the offer to make purehases for the boysand 
»iris in Rushville. The store he ooened soon after nis eturn to 
Rushville nrosoered. Michael moved into a comfortable horae and also 
built a sokli brick building. The old-tiraers say that he would ha/e 
becone a raillionaire had he lived. The little old building still 

s tand s. 

drandfather Toolen vas a leader in the parish and influential 
in ^etting the first resident pastor for Rushville. In 1 .3* • 
donated p?operty for the first little Catholic 

uas consecrated the peoole asked araong themselves the natural oies 
Uon: "Who will be the first to be bur lsd here?" This tumed out to 
be Celia, the infant daughter of Michael and Maria Tuo weeks .a-er 
drandfather Toolen hiaself died after a baffling illness o.- t« days, 
and in the soring Maria lost her eléest son, ten-year cld James 0 n. 

It vas the hooks that Michael had brought vith him from England 
that young Jim Jeraghty used to borrov vhen he came to tovn for • 
day Mass. Was his taste in reading influer.ced by that o* arand.a .he. 

Toolen? This seems quite probable. 

Th« *ocd friends in Cincinnati vere Anthony Jerajhty and his 
wife . Anthony, the first of Irandpa Cieraghty's brothers to coa- 
America, also died at a corapåratively early age. 

'»fritten by Sister Marion (Nora Jeraghty, dau. 

Jan 7 1955, who had these letters of her grandfather Michael Toolen 

cooied'from the originals borroved from her cousin Cecil .oolsn 

in Rushville, Ind. 
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Gascote Kali Brick Works 
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2. 1362 


Ky dear Varia, 

It is mar.y years nov since I heard from ycu and I an almost in 
despair of hearing from you this time. Kevertheless I shall mrite this or.ce 
more and see rhat the result may oe. I/ay it be more favorable than I dåre 
to hope it Trill. It is now ab o ut six years since ycu left Ireland, if I 
remember rightly. You være gone from that country some time before I knevr 
that you had ever left home. Ohl that I had kncwn then; it Trould have 
spared me many hcurs of v.-retchedness and misery, for I v.-ould, if human exer- 
tions could acccr.plish such an event, have prevented you gcing to .America. 
Since then I have frequently v.-ritten for ycur acdress tut r.ever co-ald obtair. 
it un til I vænt home to Ireland a short time ago vrhen I got it from your 
sister Celia wham I asked repeatedly if you være r.arriec but sne never v.-ould 
tell ne. 


Ohl Varia it is your fault that I shculd have teen separated from ycu sc 
leng vrhen from a false delicacv ycu forbid nc vrritir.g uo you to Ireland 
because you være afraid of giving the tongue of the slancerer any pretext 
to exercise its hatefull functions at your expense and alas I foolishly 
ccmplied vrith that request, and had I not done so but kept up a regular 
corresponder.ee vrith you I would have knovvn of vrhat vrås taking place and the 
result would fce that in all pretabiiity you and I vrould be living in happi- 
r.sss tegether. Åhl Tril! this ever ceme to pass? h’ay Ged in his goodness to 
me grant that it nay. But I aa afraic that the lying tongues of those who 
ought and vrho professed to be my friends have done a great deal to bring 
about the present State of things as existing te tv,æ en ycu and me. If so may 
God forgive then for they do not knovr the ameunt of injur/ they have done ne. 


”aria you cannot be ignorant of the faet that I loved you dearer than any 
ene else in this vrorld. This you kncnr and ner,7 I must tell you that that leve 
r.-hich I ccnfessed to you in my youth is still the same and under all circum- 
stances and all time vrill be the same. Such love as mine for you knevrs no 
chanee. It is imnutable and if circumstances are such that vou car« no 
longer return that love you vri_ll at least write to ne. This ycu can do vrith- 
cut any inpropriety and explain hovr you are situatea. If single do not 
give up that place vrhich I flatter myself I once held in your affeetions. 

If you are nar ried then adieu to all happiness for ne on this side the grave. 


Renen ber that the se professions are not nåde by a thcughtless and rash youth 
but bv ene irhose love has stood the test cf ten vears and is nore intense 
at the present than it ever vfas in rr.y youngest davs. If you ansvrer this— 
v.'hich I ccnjure ycu b y the rr.enery cf your sainted ;'ciher to do—and if things 
are as I should vrish then to be then I shall suggest a vray to you by vrhich 
re nay toth be happy yet. Dear paria I never car* nor ever vriil love a 
s tranger vrho c an have no synpathy vrith ne cr raom I cannot have any synpat hy 
vrith - I ha ve never beer* out cf en.p loynent one single hour since I c arne tc 


tids 


courrcr 


I have been nost fortunate in this resnect. I an na,; en- 


gaged for tro years at a goed salar;' cut nothin g v/ill prevent me tren seeing 
vou if the ansv;er to this ce as I dåre none it vrill. B*- r brother John 


9 :p c n c ^ 





with aie about three vreeks ago and stald v.-lth r.e a fortnight. He gives a sad 

acccnnt of G _ • About the peopne being all dispersed, scarcely any of 

the old inhabitants to be se en there and children r;ho v;ere scarcely able to 
vralk v.-hen I left none are ner,- narried. This sounds sc s trange to me as I 
alrrays think of people and thir.gs as I left tnem. Dear la ria in conclusion 
I eus i again beg the ansv;er to this and if you are narried nay ycu be happy 
shall be ny constant prayer. 


Tour affeetionate friend, 
3'ichael To olen 


0 - 


July 21, 1862 


ry ae ar l'arxa, 


Your letter has just beer. hendec to sne and to say that I received it 
vdth pleasure vrould cor.vey but a ve ry faint idea in de ed of*v.-hat I fe el and I 
an sure I an so excited that I shall say, I fe-ar, scmeihir.g that yd.ll make ycu 
think r.e nething but an old goose. I ar glad that you have v.-ritter. yourself. 
You ask ns to exe use your '.vritinr. V.hy it is csautiful and I would rather have 
it as it ic r.e- than if eveiy letter was of cia-.ond or. a golder. tablet, because 
I feel that it contains your ctt. simple and unaffectec expressions of love and 
kindness to r.e, and this I could not espend on if another had y.-ritter. for you. 
laria I nust congratulate you on your very nice style of copposition. It is 
long sir.ee I have read anything so fceautiful. ’.Vho could yrrite anything that 
could give ne so nueh pleasure as you have in the fcllovring three* sentences— 

"I have alv.-ays loved you. I shall never love any but you, and I have fceen 
continually thinking of you." I shall never lov*e any tut you, I c an deper.d 
on these ceing your om sentinents, they have fceen c endt te d to paper by your 
ov.-r. pen and I have sufficient faith in you to think that they are the out- 
pourings of your ovm heart. L'ay I never find out that I am nistaken and may 
you alv.-ays be true, as I hope you vrill, to these expressions that have given 
r.e so nueh unboundea joy. 


fear laria for the last four or five years I have never fceen so hanpy as at 
this moment. During all this I have been hoping, fearing, and doubting about 
you but thank God, all is nev; clearc-d up ar.d r.y patience is revvardec more than 
I ever dared to expect it uould be. Truly the v;ays of providence are unsearch- 
abls. ’.Vho ceuid have thought for the last years that you and I should ever 
ses each other again? as —e nav: have every reason to hope and when this ccc-.es 
to passi Ahl horr I anticipate the sweet delight that r.ust folier,- our meeting, 
never to part again in this -.vor Id, to continue forever to share ir. each other's 
joys ar.d s or rev s, to talk over the past, cf the -any pleasant 'winter nights 
vre sper.t toge ther ivith c ur young friende in the dear old land, of the r.anv 
litble adventures that each have gene through since our separation. Dearost 
l'aria v;ho ever could marry a stranger? not I. ;.’c stranger could ever under- 
st,anc me. Hov; could I talk tc ner cf ure past? and her;; could a strenge vroman 
sympsthxse vritn ce? Ah nol Such a thought v;ould be vrorse than death to 
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ir.d to leave this piaee to go to 
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een a desert to ne. I have nined lixtie v.dth society ever sir.ee I c arne 

been a zrezt tercntaT,ion for me uv-. 


thoufn ir on my oositicn here tnere has 


nas 

n 

* -*■ -- 
X 

s om day "and this thcught has teen r.y guicing star 


*0 


but as I have" before statec, I never lost a hope of seeing you agaui 

■ - - ; . . -r ^ «> Ir T 4* ^ TrrM 1 "I T\ 


I think I told you in my 


i a£: + that I had been at home in Ireisr.c about a year since. I never shall 
forset vrhat a friend there told me about you. Ah Maria, you ought to nave 
vatten tc me when vou were in trouble, and shoulc not I or—y be too nappy xo 
sroothen all your cifficulties. hl.en I heard, dear Maria, tnat ar. awkward 
i ookins country f ellov/ wanted you to marry hisa, ane that your poor ^auiier vrås 
v"’ Hins to -ive hi™, everything he himself had got to cepena on for t..e faxure 
Ic oner "traf s e e you go to a s trange land, wnere pernaps ne shouic never see ^ 
vou asain in this Trerid. I say when I heard this sy nesrt vrås fillec xo turs ^ 
ii- vvith indignation at tue thought cf your beccnmc tne partner for ever o. 
rier a fellovr! But dear Maria when I ras told of the choice you ir,aae under 
luch trying circumstances, civiced as you nust be between your love lor^your 

on n c^s^ike to tecone tne na te Ox o:.~s nan^ _ coala 
refrain "free falling dovsn on my knees to cless you. les I thought I must drc.p 
on my knees and nothing lees. 

Dear Maria if I had not had a little experience myself in those matters I 
should be s urpris ed hev/ you mar.aged to free ycurseif from all your Sisters. 

T am not ienorant of the scene at Jas. Kearr.s' on the m & ht of vour lea/m & 
home and I "am also aware witn what zeal a frienc nas pressea nas surt in 
America. Again I must ask vrny you never wrote to me or. tneee cccasions. 

Surely mv syriDathy Tronic have bøen vrortii scmet..iin & « 

Ko-,7 dear Maria I want to ask you if there is plenty of vrork out there and if 
I can be able to keep you respectably ritu my labour or c ould a fe,, poun s 
b® turned to anv advantage so tuat one couuc. do sonething ..ltnout ,vor.--in 0 at 
da- labour. I do not fear this though I knevr it will be very s trange to me 
for a time but vou are av/are I have been usec to rcrlc when ao norne, ar.a con- 
= eauently I Imow I shall not feel it like ene that never nad cone ar.y. I 
«hould wish for vou to cone here but I coulc not tnink of ask mg you to leave 
vour brother and’ sister. Does Annie live vrlth you and Michael? I^fould muen 
rather vou had been living out, for I shoulc like you to leam a ammrent 
s t-le of housekeeping xo that practisec in Ireland. Somethmg more than to 
xaucr.v how to boil the craties and svee? the house up. Of course Annie is a ..-g 
Idri, in this country* they wc uld call her a straping wench. Ask her if she 
remembers "phullen Dugnan." You can tell her tr.at i am nox a bit ii..e hun ner./, 

Dear Maria I want to ask you if I may tell your Faxher that I have heard frem. _ 
”-ou I think he woula be glad tc knor that I have, and tnax you have intrus-ea 
voul- haopiness to r.y keeping. Cf course I shall not do so till I hear from 
’-cu Did I tell vou in r.y last that I was carrying on a business ir. a small 
i-f on my or.n account? I have hac a trick yard where v/e nake tricks for 
tuilding but because of the war in your country I have been cbligea to give 


it uo. I have got a small quantity of trick ur.sold, but I hope tney will oe 
sold" before T ^esr from you again. I car. leave my present situation at a 
month's notice, when, if you wish, I shall at once, tr.at is '»hen I hear irem ^ 
vou leave here for vour place. You must send me directions what route to -a*.e 

v Oiv did you get my letter without ary one knowing of it? let me know if_any- 
one kro-ffs about it ar.d rem emte r your pronise to ''let me knor.- ever;. r thing in 
-G’jr'next." I shall on ly give you 3 days from the time you _ get tms till ycu 
rost to me again, and mind the exar.ple I have set ycu in vmtmg me a leng or.e . 



pare i* 


Fiease tell ae if any of Tha o. Burns fanilv are ir. that part of the country 
and hov; they are coing. I shppose they are all marriec." you and I are the 
only t'.ro ieft of our crowd tha t are not narried. I hope ve s ha 11 not be long 
an exception to the rule. 

bh en ny trother John was over here he staid vrith me a fortnight. I told hin 
then oz ny determination to write to you. i Knor; he would be glad to knor; that 
I heard frem you but your vrish shall be sacred to r.e. I shall tell no one of 
7 o ur letter without your consent. Dear Haria I don't think you would know se 
if you være to see me. I have grovn nueh steuter and vear whiskers and moustache 
enough to stuff a pilner,v with. I knov I shall very nueh surprise you when you 
se-.e se. Should you vish before you have read all this that I had not vritten so 


vr'1K>V-. "7 


'.7ell, you rri.ll never tire se vrith rending yours 


..e.i.1, i snaul ViU.su you goodoy i or the present ar.c T hope soen to hear from you 
a i: ain. 


bind I am to have all particulars 
in your next. 


Yours true till death, 

K. Toolen 


October 2, 1562 


Ky dear Karla, 

I r.e ver vrrote a letter more against my vri.ll than this. I received veurs 
cn Kor.csy last sr.d have beer. in hopes ever since that I would be able to leave 
here imnediately. I have not been able to see the gentleman that I am doing busi¬ 
ness for since I got your letter till today. He was furious when I talked of 
leaving him, and he now insists cn r.e giving .rim a nonths notice from the next 
pay-day which is a fortnight fror. nar. I must tell ycu tk.st t .is is a most 

bitter disappeintment to me and I fear that it vri.il be to you also and yet I can- 

not be sorry that you shall feel it as then I may think that you are wishing for 

me to be vrith you as sincerely as I am nyself. fearest be sure that I shall not 

-'fait one moment more than is necessaiy. Fernaps I nav get off sooner than I 
expect. Yy master may not, after a fevr days, insist on so long a notice. But I 
nav tell you that the lav; is vrith hin if he thinks prooer to do so. t do not 
biane hin nueh for he knews that it is very difficult to neet vrith one that he 

can pl-ace confidence in for the situation which I hold. This country is so very 

vricked that it is rare to meet vrith a trustrrorthy person. 

Dear Karla it was eruel of you to hint a doubt of sy constancv to you and I beg 

°nce more to assure you that nething this side the grave can end ny fervent and 

pure love for you and all I ask in return is that you love me vrith the same sin- 

c^rxuy and never again let a doubifull thought enter your nind concerning ne. 

ihl I would not doubt you for a whole world. I should never be happy again if 

ever you ;.ere bO give me couse for doubtmg. Ko, welccne ceath sooner than such 
a tnought# 


Dear Karis I kr.ow y poor Ko ther will feel ny going a-.vay but as I not the same 
nere as if in .-neries? I an lest to her fer ever v.hether T stay or go and as 
she knor,-s this is so, I feel sure that in ulme when ske o ornes to know that T^have 
given ny happiness into your keeping I an certair. she will be pleased. I do net 



I CO net lenorr the sort of sfaavl that you -.vant but I shall tiy and get one. 

Tnere has not beer. any of these things such as you v.-ant r.-err. here for years. 

Vnat shavds^are vrora are black. I rvant you to tell ne 7;hat sort of dress you 
you snould iike fron here and ~nat sort of cloth I sh o uld buv for my <y,m clothes. 
I do not knon- what I shall do atout an overcoat. I an wanting one but I think 
of T/aiting to have it.nade in .America. Yet I do not think there o an be nueh dif¬ 
ference in the .style in either of the countries but I must ask you to advise ae 
^ these lit tis things. You mist not make nssny shirts for ae as X have c-ot 


a stack of these tnings that uill last me for years. You vi 11 have plenty of 
little things to do that ?ill fill up vour spare time untill I go out. There is 
one thing that I mist tell you ane that is that I shall vant to be married before 
J ^.»ans- hc ’ ars in Rushville and I shall also vant sene enployaent dir eetly af ter 
- c e ^ -here. Could you not. c orne to r.e to the nert tovvn to Rushville and <-e+ 
married before 1 " — - - °“ 



Yours ncr.v and for ever, 


hichael Toolen 



Octcber 3, 1362 


Eear laria, 


, . _ . £Sen E ' ,r eir -P-°yer tccay and have cone to a final arrangement v.dth 

r.im. I snall have to centinue in his service till the Sth of ko verber, vrith 
diligence I snalx have tr.e ansver of tu is frem you -.rit .in a dav or tv,-o of that 
time. .s.er. I shall have nothing to vait for only to execute ycur little cosanissioj 
D ° n ?\zor g et to le- me knov about vour dress, vhat sort it should be and the c^rt 
of cloth for my cvvn suit. The day uf ter I get yours I shall be on the road -'or 
your place. So cc not celay an hour.t. .en I get to you I shall be a good lad and 
try to nak* out by ry attention to you for this little cisapoointaent. I shall 

aoouu eigaty pour.es rata ne. Can I nave it exch&nged in Rushville? ro should 
I ex-nange it in ker; York? I nave or.e very good trunk that I had made in Eiirinr- 
"‘““ i , out _ nave get a great many books and tnought that I aight take these in any" 
sort of a bon but if you think a trunk S ay so and I shall buv a trunlc to take 
tnem If there are any other little things that you think I should take vrLth 

me xrem aere do not hesitate in letting ne knov. X t riil not be any trouble and 
ix ti e.e^is «ny t^ing *aat could be fcought cheaper here it would be r A -*ht ^or me 
to take it out vatn me. If you have not got a black silk dress I should like to 
bring you one but if you nave one of this sort you nav r^- on r- ta«te in 

cr.oosing a coloured dress. ‘.That shall I bring Annie? ‘You nust tell me this. I 
sr.a be Tvsroing fer your letter* 


Yours ever and yours alene 3 
lichael Toolen 
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Sv.'eeney's Hotel 
C or. Chambers and Chathen St. 
Hev; York. 


December lii, 1362 


14 y dear K. 


Here I am af ter a storay passage of 16 days across the Atlantic. I 
shall leave here on the express this evening for Cambridge where I shall hope to 
neet you. D o not f orget t his « I think I have earned this much for I question 
if ever knight, even in the ancient days of chivalry, has done more to prove 
his devotion to his Lady l ove than what I have done. If I can find Bernard 
Leonard*s house, I sha±± go there but if not I shall be at the principoi hotel 
so that Yr. Leonard vrill soon be afcle to find me. - JJcrvr pray let no false modesty 
prevent you ccming. If you fail I shall certainiy cor.e to the conclusion that 
you have trought me out here under false pretences. I have teen staying here 
ever since Friday evening. I found that I c ould not get to Rushville without 
having to step Sunday on the read and so I cor.sicerec it bett^” to stay here till 
this evening when I can go right through without stopping. 

I must tell you that I have not seen any nice giris in this city. I hope that 
the country vrill be able to show seme prsttier cr.es. Remember—vredne s cay norn- 
ir.g I shall expect you. Get to Cambridge on Tuesdav night. No person at Rushville 
need know what you are going to Cambridge for and if they should I cannot for 
the life cf r.e see hev; that should influer.ee you. So remember and c ene 'Jednesday. 

Your s ever, 

\r m 

X • 


- o - 


Carr House 
Rushville 
December 17, 1362 


Dear II. 


I am staying at this place but I shall vralk up tor/ard your house and 


try to get this conveyrd to you. I shall then wait for you in the Street or 

* * 

♦ ... ... 1 

come to me here. I feel dreadful lonescr.e. Do ceme and dont vrait to be 
particular about ycur dress. Fut the quilt about you and mut shoes on your 
feet as the ground is cold. Ohi I cannot joke, I feel so lost in this place. 


xours 
LI. xoolen 





Cincinr.3T.i_, Chic 
Janus—• 6, 1563 




aear 



j 


If I had not pronised you that I should write I shoulri not do so for 
sene time, at least for a fe?.' days. I took devm ny vrriting case last night 
but felt so dc-.’,-n that I feared I should ’.vrite sorr.ething in the nood in which I 
vrås in that would give you pair.. I an sorry that I nust say that I an not at 

all favorably inpressed ?ri.th the city, but perhaps I may, in time become 

accustomed to those things that seer- so very cisgusting nov, r . I had to wait 
3 hours at Shelbyvilie for the train from Xr.ciana. This r.ade it late befere I 
got here, ly c’clock. l'o bed so Ilay v.'rapped up in ny coat till moming. For 

this and ny breakfast fchey asked ly dollar. I ga ve hin a 3 dollar biil and in 

giving ny change he re turne d 3'f dollars and I nev er told hin of his mistake, fer 
I considered that liis charge v;as ncst extartionate. 

I seen .7. Laughtcn» s nephew yesterday noming, and he vrås very kind. He ir.vited 
ne to stop at his heuse till I got a situation and at the s ane time he v.-ould 

be contir.ually on the leokout fer r.e. I, of c aur se, ref tised to stay at his house 

but prcr.ised to call everycay to see v.hat what he night nake out for ny advan tage. 
I have seen L’r. and lirs. lersghty ar.c they treated ne ir. the kindest '.vay possitle. 
irs. G. v;ould have ne stay fer dir.ner and G. 7,'alked vrith ne afcout tcr.vn all after- 
r.ocn. Sne never got your letter till late last night and you kno:.- ycu told her 
to look alter ne and acting up to your instructions, shs vvss after ne pretty 
soon this noming. I asked her vvhat vrås the r.atter ar.c she said that sne received 
your letter and that you asked her to take care of ne, "and she would." They 

both vent to a ball last night. They asked ne to go -ith then, but of ccurse I 

felt too lov? in spirits to do arytning of the kind. '1 


I have not heard, as yet, of anything to do that would suit ne but ;, r r. Duffy cr.d 
his friend say that if nothing better offers I car. have a job in the depot vrith 
then. The v.-ork here is rather hard but I sr.all not care at out this (if I can 
get it). It vrill suit ne till socething better turns up. 

Bverything here is very dear. 7'ood is now from. 6 to ? dollars a cord, and house 
rent is equally dear. irs. Geraghty's sister is parring 5 dollars a ncnth for 
tv;o roor.s that are scarcely fit to live in. I an r.ucr. afraic of bri.nging you 
here, v.-hen I see what the little village of Rushville has done to you. I fear 
v.-hat the dirty, foetid air of this city may do for you. Just fancy ne looking 
at you pennec up here, looking ill ar.d sadl! I The ve—.- thought vould kill ne. 
And then again, v.-hen I think of the healthy, rosy hue that the country would 
naturally give you cheeks, the contrast nake s n.e feel uneasy. oh l I o.nly vrish 
that I could get sonething to do in the cour.Try. I wili v.-rite to you again v.T.en 
I am e-plcyed, if employed at all, ar.d if not you may expect ae in Rushville next 
'»veeko 


I have been speakir.g to ’.:rs. Geraghiy about Annie ar.d she thinks that you had 
better leave her in Rushville till you get settled here. I have thought Duch 
about her this last dav or tv,-o. I v.lsh you never let her go tc a party, and if 
ycu cor.e here witheut her, as I fear you must dc, you must get her to pronise 
before her Urs. that she vrill r.ot go to any parties till she cc.-.es out"here, 
nor to keep cor.pany at all. She could stay sor.etir.es wit'n Biccy Burr.es so long 
as Biddy stald in her orm house but on any accø-unt I would net aliovr her to rur. 




about. you may think that I air. out of place in saying so much afcout Annie 
as I have done but I nust teli you that if I vrås never r.arried to you Ifecl 
that she is entitlec to ry care and advice as far as possifcle. In faet the 
sa-e thing that rade r.e fond cf you rakes re take an interest in Annie—the . 
loss of a good l'other. I have often vroncered, though I have said nothing 
about it till nevr, that I'ichael allcwed her ever to go to a party at allo I 
will just ask iiir this auestion, does he not despise, or rrould he have any 
giri for his vrife that goes to parties? I can ansv.-er this question for him, I 
feel sure that he vrould not, well then in the nane of all that is good, let us 
not hear of her going to any more parties while she stays there, ar.d if you cone 
here 2 s soon as vre get settled we shall have her c ene out and stay with us till 
she can get a place that vre knevr Tsill sult her. 


Eut do not say to any person that I ar going to stay here for fear that I right 
te disappointed but at the sane time hold yourself in readiness to cone at a 
moment’s nctice. Have everything packed ard ree.cy to tum out. I hope that 
hichael vrill cone vrith you. He could say in Rushville that he vrås only c er in g 
to see you safe here, then if he got a job here he could stay vrith us. Sure ly 
navr that vre are so far from hore, and sc fer.-, vre ought not to te separated if 
possitle. I hope that he riil take this irto consiceraticn, and -.visning this 
I rust bid you geed by for the present. 


Your affeetionate 



Husband. 


l?!i East pearl St. 
Cincinnati, ohi o 
Jan ua ry lu, 1363 


Ly dear Haria, 


Your letters have r.ade r.-e very happy this rorning. I ar. s or ry to have 
to tell you that I have not done any good since I care here, nor co I see any 
prospect of coing any. There is net an Irishman nor Znglishmsn in tosvn of any 
influence that I have net solicitec and all to no purpose. There is only one 
hope rer.aining for ir.e nerr, ar.d this I have not much faith in. Hr s. Ceraghty 
Kent vrith re to Fa ther Edvard purceli, the Bishop' s brother. He told r.e°to call 
and see him in a day or tvro. I shall do so today but I fear it will not be much 
use. I am Trilling to labour at anything, cut from appearar.ee enployers think 

I am not. I have shsved all r.y beard off and tariec to aske ryself look as much 

like a working rar. as possifcle. Still no use. I think I told you that there is 
a priest in Rochester that I knevr ir. Diglanc. I have a good mind tc go frem 
here to til at place ane if not successful there to go on to Canada. I shouid 
like for you to go vrith re. Can I think of subjectir.g you to the hardship of 
traveling in this severe seasen of the year? Do you think I had better leave 

from here cr go to Rushville before I gc? If you post on Friday rr.crning I shall 

have your letter on Sunday at latest. I shall vralt here till then. 


I arn afraid, dear Varia, that I vrås too seifish in ir.viting ycu to fceccr.e ir.y 
partner. Ly psssienate love prevented ae frem stucying your ir.terest proper 1’-. 
ha ny a time ti.is vreek have I reproached rys elf fer tris. I ou.ht, if I onlv 
had c om- on ser.se seer. r.y rrsy clear to support you cci-fortacle before doinr vrhat 


. nave aone. 


I ar. fully ccr.scious of vrhat a vrretch 
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but I nust trust to your generous nature to forgive r.e and let us both none 
that a brighter Gide nar before long present itself. I knevr that it is sinfull 
to fesi so despairingly, ar.d take such a dark vievr of vkings as I do, but 
really I csnnot help it. It is entirely on your account that I do so. I so 
nuch fear that ycu may have to undergo hard s nip s that you have not been used to, 
and on ny account too I—that would sacrifice every happiness for your sake. 

If you wish ne to go back to Rushville before I leave hers for the places I have 
nentioned I oh ould iike for you to tell ne n-hat I nuet bring to 'irs. lurns. 

Presses are very expensive. If I bring you and Annie your bonnets they nust be 

green of p coloured for there are no white bennets nor any light coloured 

ones at all that you v.'ouid like. If you like tv.-o of the se I shall endeavor to 
get ther. as nicely trim ed as I possibly can. li I fcuy all these thinvs I shall 

have to buy a trunk to put ther. ir.. Ec you think it c ould be sold to any of the 

toys or giris in Rushville? Ycu ought to ask the giris if they -.vant anything 
and s sy v.-hat a good opportunity it v.ould be fer ther. to ret one. In faet if o ny 
of then are r.-anting anything frex here you nav say that I shall te glad to bring 
it to then. Certainlv everything here is r.uch cheaper than at Rush ville v.'ith 
the exception of heuse rent, firing, and provisions, lev: do not delay in ansrer- 
in g this as you did the last one. If you knew T/ha t a relief it has been to r.e 
tc hear fron you, you v/ould not celay a minute. At all events renenber I do not 
step here longer than ’lcncsy. If I can get r.o work, and I fear I shant, • 

I shall want your letter before then or net al all. lind it -.rent reach rr.e if 
it co.nt ccne cefcre that. I ar. glac that Yichael stays r.uch v/ith you and the 
giris too. Rer.er.cer r.e to It. and Ars. Lagan and Aay Reely. 

V.'rite in a ninute and ansv/er ail cuestions and please your loving and affeetienate 

Husband 


i:. Tooien 



Cincinnati, Chio 

January 23, 1563 


v cea 
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Three more mornings and never a letter from you yet, this is too bad. 

I am fesring that there is sonething the matter with you, cr that sone of you 
nust be ill at Rushville. Ee sure I wc uld not stop here so long v/ere it not 
that I ar. pronised from day to day that something ru 11 turr. up in m.y favour and 

too, I do not v/ish to leave as long as there is a hope reraining. There is only 

one thing that I regret ar.d that is that I did not take you along with ne. I 

v/ish v/ith all my heart that you v/ere here at this moment, however inconvenient 

it wculd be for you. 


I go to see Fat.'.er icv/arc Pures 11 every day. I have s een hin this mørning and 
have gct to see hi—; tenorrevr again. If it v/ere not for that I v/ould go hor.e i 
the r.ornir.g and be v/ith you on Sunday. I have never sper.t a time so wretched 
in all ny life. ‘.'.hat v/ith being array from you and alor.e here, and net being 
able to succeed in my expectations. I never have beer. tried so before and I 
hope never shall again. I do not often to to see lirs. Geraghty, not more " 
ab out tv/ice a vreek. 


1/-;C 
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Onuy thin-:, to cs so near you for 2 -hole 3 weks and not be able to see you. 
Th'rc is only or.e train leaves here for Rushville every dav, ar.c leaves at 
5 Cclock in the nomir.g, so t.iat I shall not be abis to see you to-norrow 
night after seeing ?ather Scrcard, and I aa afraid af ter all ry waiting that he 
v.'ill not be able to do anything for me. Is not this cesheartening? Did any 
t’.ro persons ever spend such a honey-noon as you and I have spent? Eut v,-e vd.ll 
rcake out for all this vrhen we neet vhich I trust we shall be' able to do before 
long. 

I shall write tc-norrow morning if I an not tc go home or. Ronday. I shall cer- 
tainly kncrvv in the Corning vrnat ny prospects here vd.ll be. The tvro bonnets that 
I have looked out for you and Annis vd.ll cost 12 dollars each. They are both 
rhite—uncut vel-ret, nicely trim ed, that is accordir.g to ny ideas. Perhaps 
r.y letter to-norrevr Tri.ll be fer you to o ene here, if so you be reacy to leave 
hor.e as soon as ever you get it. "hat, or I snall be herre with you on Ronday. 
Feathers are werth iiO cents per lb. here, co not sind buying asy till you cole 
here if you are to come at all. 

Your discensoiate Hustand 


ncnael 



Cincinnati, Ohio 

Faren 23, 1563 


Idy dear frienc Toolen, 


I receivec your letter of the I 2 th inst. I ar. hanny you are all well 
also that business_has improved since I left. I have had the" pleasure of meeting 
vri-th . r. Abercrcaatne ccvm here last week. I —ould have gene back vrith him but 
work v.-ith hia was not very busy therefore I concluced to stay a few weeks lom-er. 
Tnerc was 2 fine turn of the Catholic associations here on Patrick's day. Tell 
!•*. 6 oj. tnat I ar ten tnousand tir.es oblired to hin for his kindness to have r:.e 
exe ro t from the cor.scription. Tell hin at the s ane time that I feel no way put 
about because cf that affair neither v/ould I have any man think uhat it was on 


that account I iei't Rushville. 


Cn receipt of your letter I went and ordered those brooms. They are the chean- 

est that can be procured in taxs city. Tney have raised considerably since vou 

were dovrn here. I forgot too, to tell you the tea I sent you has raised from 

what you paid for it to vrnat I hac to pay. i have seen your letter to Rinor and 

Andrevrs telling then to correct the nistake which was in faet (at least they 

told ae so) a rise in the tea. Havever Piner said nhey wouic i.,ake it all satis- 
factcry • 


Give ny respects to all inquirin 
.Varia and Annie, 


e frience 


ano acquairrtances and ray vrishes to 
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